Fine needle aspiration of urethral recurrence of urothelial carcinoma after radical cystectomy presenting as a perineal mass: a case report.
Recurrence of urothelial (transitional cell) carcinoma in the urethra after cystectomy for invasive urothelial carcinoma is relatively uncommon. It is also uncommon for the recurring urethral tumor to present as a painful perineal mass. Fine needle aspiration (FNA) can be used to evaluate such perineal lesions and confirm tumor recurrence. A 5-cm-diameter mass was found in the perineum of a 63-year-old man 1 year after radical cystoprostatectomy for invasive urothelial carcinoma of the urinary bladder. The mass was detected on pelvic computed tomographic scanning. FNA cytology showed numerous urothelial carcinoma cells of high grade displaying squamous cell differentiation mimicking the histopathologic findings of the primary tumor found on cystectomy. Diagnosis of recurrent urothelial carcinoma was rendered. The FNA in this case spared the patient an open biopsy. Mass lesions arising in the perineum of patients who underwent cystectomy for urothelial carcinoma should raise the suspicion of urothelial carcinoma recurrence. Evaluation of perineal masses for recurrence of urothelial carcinoma can be made on FNA without the need for open biopsy.